Political Cartoon Assignment: Early Conflicts

There are several challenges that the new nation faced during Washington’s second term. These included the Whiskey Rebellion, Struggles over the West/Native American issues, and Problems with Europe.

Your task:

You have been hired as a cartoonist for the local newspaper. You are to select one of the following events and create a political cartoon illustrating the viewpoint of the group:

· The Whiskey Rebellion from the point of view of the Pennsylvanian farmer

· A treaty with the Native Americans from the point of view of a Native American

· Jay’s Treaty from the opposition’s point of view

This cartoon should include symbolism, historical accuracy, and opinion. It will count as a project grade and is due on Monday, January 23, 2012.
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Below, you will find an example of a political cartoon from the 2008 presidential elections (specifically the democratic primaries) to help illustrate your task:

What symbols do you see?

What opinions are shown?

What background knowledge do you need to understand this cartoon?

Name:________________________________


Political Cartoon Rubric

	Task
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Self-Evaluation
	Teacher’s

Evaluation

	Content and Clarity
	The event is neither shown using symbols nor is historically accurate
	The event is either not shown using symbols or not historically accurate
	The event is historically accurate but does not use enough symbols
	The event is historically accurate and includes appropriate symbols
	
	

	Opinion
	The artist does not show an opinion of the event
	The artist “hints” at an opinion but it is not clear
	The artist shows an opinion of the event but does not clearly “take a stand”
	The artist shows a clear opinion of the event and “takes a stand”
	
	

	Creativity and Originality
	The cartoon lacks originality and “artistic figurative language”
	The cartoon is creative and original but lacks “artistic figurative language”
	The cartoon is creative and the author attempts “artistic figurative language” techniques
	The cartoon is creative and the artist uses “artistic figurative language” techniques well
	
	

	Neatness and Grammar
	The cartoon is not neatly done.
	The cartoon appears “rushed” or there are numerous grammar errors
	The cartoon is neatly done but there are 1-2 spelling or grammar errors
	The cartoon is neatly done and shows effort. Any grammar and spelling is correct
	
	


Total: ______________________ 

_________________________


Self-Evaluation


Final Grade (Teacher Evaluation)

